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Brief Description:  Revising provisions relating to regional law libraries.

Sponsors:  Senators Hewitt and Delvin.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Provides that it is the population of the counties at the time a regional law library is
created that is determinative of whether a regional law library is permissible.

• Indicates who sits on the boards of trustees of the individual counties creating a regional
law library.

• Establishes that once a regional law library is created, it is that status, and not the
population of the individual counties, which determines the makeup of the board of
trustees.

Hearing Date:  3/24/05

Staff:  CeCe Clynch (786-7168).

Background:

Whether a county must establish a law library and who sits on the law library board of trustees is
determined by the population of the county:
• Counties with less than 8,000 people may, but are not required to, establish a law library.  In

these smaller counties, the prosecutor is charged with maintaining the library.
• Counties with more than 8,000 people must have a law library.  The board is made up of five

persons but who sits on the board is dependent upon the population.  In the largest counties,
two judges sit on the board while in the counties with populations greater than 8,000 but less
than 300,000, only one judge sits on the board.  A representative of the county legislative
authority and lawyers from the community round out the group.

Counties with populations larger than 8,000 but less than 125,000 may choose to create a regional
law library.  It is the law library boards of trustees of the respective counties which are
empowered to make this decision as well as determine the location of the principal law library to
be maintained by the regional law library.  Once the regional law library is created, it is governed
by a single board of trustees with an equal number of representatives from each county.

Summary of Bill:
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Whether a regional law library may be created is determined by the size of the population in each
county at the time it is created.  The bill establishes which rules govern who sits on the respective
county boards of trustees empowered to make the decision whether or not to form a regional law
library.  Once a regional law library is created, it is governed by a single board of trustees.  Rules
with respect to size and makeup of the board of trustees in counties that maintain their own law
libraries are not applicable to regional law libraries once those regional libraries are established.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

House Bill Analysis - 2 - SB 5701


